
Standard Update
Summary 
Building Insulants (EC 25-25) 



Introduction

How to read this document: 

Each update and inclusion of new requirements are identified by the
section name, section number, and page number where the changes
are located in the standard. A screenshot of the relevant section is
also included for reference. Text changes/updates to previously
existing requirements in the standard are indicated in red. 

In alignment with Eco Choice Aotearoa’s continued commitment to ensure
our certifications reflect the best ethical and environmental standards
possible, this document summarises the changes to the Building Insulant
(EC 25) standard. EC 25-25 underwent a review and now include two new
requirements: Environmental Management Systems and Modern
Slavery and Social Accountability. 

In addition to including the Environmental Management Systems and
Modern Slavery and Social Accountability requirements, ECA updated
the Hazardous Substances, Waste Management, Threshold for
material-specific criteria and  Energy Management and Greenhouse
Gas Emissions.
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The Environmental Management Systems or Process section firmly
introduces the requirement that applicants/licence holders or
manufacturers must have an appropriate environmental
management process or system (EMS). To demonstrate compliance,
the applicant/licence holder or manufacturer must have a written
statement of compliance signed by the Chief Executive Officer or
other otherwise authorised representative and documentation of an
EMS based on ISO 14001 or a detailed process for controlling
environmental risks (hazardous substances, discharges to air land
and water or other relevant environmental impacts).

Introduction of the
Environmental Management
Systems or Process
(Section 5.2; page 10) 

The section reads as follows: 
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The Modern Slavery and Social Accountability section introduces
requirements for the applicant/license holder and manufacturer to
have a publicly available document (example: easily accessible link
on company webpage) outlining policies and procedures
addressing human rights, diversity  & inclusion and anti-bullying.
The policy/policies should include explicit commitments based on
international policies (The International Bill of Rights and the
International Labour Organization), explicitly outline the company’s
expectations regarding conduct and process for how the company
will implement its commitment and monitor compliance. A written
and signed statement by the Chief Executive Officer or other
authorised representative of the applicant/licence holder is
required to demonstrate compliance and evidence of compliance 
( e.g., copies of policies and plans of implementation).  

Introduction of the Modern
Slavery and Social
Accountability 
(Section 5.3; page 10-11) 

Please read  Appendix C of the EC 25-25 Standard for more information.
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Introduction of the Modern Slavery and Social
Accountability 
(Section 5.3; page 10-11) 

The section reads as follows: 
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The Threshold for material-specific criteria section has been
updated to include additional information regarding percentages of
polyester and recyclable products. Please note that when discussing
products with a mixture of material products, the criteria relate to
each material type, not the product as a whole.  

Update to Threshold for
material-specific criteria
(Section 5.4.1; page 11) 

The section reads as follows: 
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The General Hazardous Substances section has been updated to  
included criteria (d) regarding applicants providing publicly available
documents of chemical ingredients to align with recently updated
standards and the requirements of GBCA. Please read the final bullet
point in the Verifiction required section regarding the requirements
for criteria c. 

Update to Hazardous
Substances 
(Section 5.5; pages 14-15) 

The section reads as follows: 
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The Waste Management requirement received a minor update,
including criteria d, which requires that the licence holder has
continual improvement objectives and targets regarding reducing
waste generation and increasing reuse and recycling. 

Update to Waste Management 
(Section 5.6; page 15) 

The section reads as follows: 
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Several changes/additions have been made to Energy
management and greenhouse gas emissions (previously known as
Carbon). The changes include the addition of criteria a, which
requires improved objects and targets for reducing energy use
related to the production of ECA products and greenhouse gas
emissions on a year-by-year basis, as well as public disclosure of a
commitment to decarbonize between now and 2050 on a 1.5 °C
trajectory, with a significant reduction by 2030. 

Update to Energy management
and greenhouse gas emissions
(Section 5.7; page 16)

Please be aware that an EPD is not mandatory to fulfil the reporting
requirements for the Energy Management and Greenhouse and Gas
Emissions requirement. As indicated on page 16 of EC 25-25, data
generated from programs such as The Climate Action Toolbox from the
Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment are acceptable means for
providing evidence for this requirement. 
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Update to Energy management and
greenhouse gas emissions  
(Section 5.7; page 16)

The section reads as follows: 


