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Furniture, Fittings and Flooring (EC 32-25) 



Introduction

How to read this document: 
Each update and inclusion of new requirements are identified by the
section name, section number, and page number where the changes
are located in the standard. A screenshot of the relevant section is also
included for reference. Text changes/updates to previously existing
requirements in the standard are indicated in red. 

In alignment with Eco Choice Aotearoa’s continued commitment to ensure
our certifications reflect the best ethical and environmental standards
possible, this document summarises the changes to the Furniture, Fitting,
and Flooring Standard (EC 32-25). EC 32-25 and its companion document,
Supplementary Modules, underwent an extensive review and now include
two new requirements: Environmental Management Systems and Modern
Slavery and Social Accountability. 

In addition to including the Environmental Management Systems and
Modern Slavery and Social Accountability requirements, ECA updated the
Legal Requirements, General Hazardous Substances, Energy
Management and Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Waste Management,
Fitness for Purpose, and Requirement and Notes for Licence Holders
sections. 

The EC 32-25 Supplementary Modules now have 19 modules (previously 16).
The previous Fibre Cement module is now broken down into Other Wood
Fibre, Cement, Sand Aggregates and Minerals, and Crystalline Silica
modules. The EC 32-25 Supplementary Modules document also includes a
module for engineered stone. 
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The language in the Legal Requirements section has been updated to
align with other ECA standards. The verification required to comply
with this section includes a written statement on regulatory compliance
signed by the Chief Executive Officer or other authorised
representative of the applicant company. In addition to the written
statement, the applicant must include documenting regulatory
requirements and examples of monitoring and maintaining compliance.  

Update to Legal Requirements 
(Section 5.1; page 10) 

The section reads as follows: 

Please read the Explantatory Notes section under Section 5.1 ( page 10-11)
of the EC 32-25 Standard for more information regarding examples of
relevant laws/regulations and documention required for compliance. 
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The Environmental Management Systems or Process section firmly
introduces the requirement that applicants/licence holders or
manufacturers must have an appropriate environmental management
process or system (EMS). To demonstrate compliance, the
applicant/licence holder or manufacturer must have a written
statement of compliance signed by the Chief Executive Officer or
other otherwise authorised representative and documentation of an
EMS based on ISO 14001 or a detailed process for controlling
environmental risks (hazardous substances, discharges to air land and
water or other relevant environmental impacts).

Introduction of the
Environmental Management
Systems or Process
(Section 5.2; page 11) 

The section reads as follows: 
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The Modern Slavery and Social Accountability section introduces
requirements for the applicant/license holder and manufacturer to
have a publicly available document (example: easily accessible link on
company webpage) outlining policies and procedures addressing
human rights, diversity  & inclusion and anti-bullying. The
policy/policies should include explicit commitments based on
international policies (The International Bill of Rights and the
International Labour Organization), explicitly outline the company’s
expectations regarding conduct and process for how the company will
implement its commitment and monitor compliance. A written and
signed statement by the Chief Executive Officer or other authorised
representative of the applicant/licence holder is required to
demonstrate compliance and evidence of compliance ( e.g., copies of
policies and plans of implementation).  

Introduction of the Modern
Slavery and Social
Accountability 
(Section 5.3; page 11-12) 

Please read the Explantatory Notes section under Section 5.3 (page 12)
and Appendix C  of the EC 32-25 Standard for more information.
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Introduction of the Modern Slavery and Social
Accountability (Section 5.3; page 11-12) 
The section reads as follows: 
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Criteria a, b and c of The General Hazardous Substances section
have been updated to reflect proposed technical changes, including
outlining the exception cases for lead paint and requirements for
Polymeric diphenylmethane diisocyanate (pMDI). In addition, ECA
included criteria (e) regarding applicants providing publicly available
documents of chemical ingredients to align with recently updated
standards and the requirements of GBCA. Please read the final bullet
point in the Verifiction required section regarding the requirements
for criteria e. 

Update to General Hazardous
Substances 
(Section 5.5.1; pages 13-16) 

These criteria apply to all materials in the product and all related
processes used by the applicant / licence holder, their component
suppliers and sub-contractors, unless otherwise specified.

The following are exempt from clause 5.5.1:
Small parts such as screws, hinges, locks, bolts etc. unless they are
parts that are intended to come in frequent contact with skin;
Trace levels (< 0.1 % by weight) of substances reported in Safety Data
Sheets to be potentially present as contaminants or impurities in raw
materials or component substances; and
Recycled content that may have been treated or produced with the
prohibited substances during its previous lifecycle.
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Update to General Hazardous Substances 
(Section 5.5.1; pages 13-16) 

The section reads as follows: 
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Update to General Hazardous Substances 
(Section 5.5.1; pages 13-16) 
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Update to General Hazardous Substances 
(Section 5.5.1; pages 13-16) 
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Several changes/additions have been made to Energy Management
and Greenhouse Gas Emissions requirement. The changes include the
addition of criteria b, which requires improved objects and targets for
reducing energy use related to the production of ECA products and
greenhouse gas emissions on a year-by-year basis, as well as public
disclosure of a commitment to decarbonize between now and 2050
on a 1.5 °C trajectory, with a significant reduction by 2030. 

Update to Energy Management
and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
(Section 5.7; page 17-18)

Please be aware that an EPD is not mandatory to fulfil the reporting
requirements for the Energy Management and Greenhouse and Gas
Emissions requirement. As indicated on page 18 of EC 32-25, data
generated from programs such as The Climate Action Toolbox from the
Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment are acceptable means
for providing evidence for this requirement. 
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Update to Energy Management and Greenhouse
Gas Emissions (Section 5.7; page 17-18)

The section reads as follows: 
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The Waste Management requirement received a minor update,
including criteria c, which requires that the licence holder has
continual improvement objectives and targets regarding reducing
waste generation and increasing reuse and recycling. 

Update to Waste Management 
(Section 5.8; page 19) 

The section reads as follows: 
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Per the proposed addition of additional fitness testing standards
during the draft phase of this standard, the Fitness for Purpose
requirement now include two criteria (f and g) for testing
moisture/rotting in fibre cement boards and Cellulose-cement
products and mirror glass durability.  

Update to Fitness for Purpose  
(Section 6.1; pages 23-24) 

The section reads as follows: 
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Under the Using the Eco Choice Aotearoa Label subsection, ECA has
updated the wording to reflect previously revised ECA standards.  
Please be sure to refer to the ECA brand kit and the relevant
requirements in the EC 32-25 standard for more information.  

Update to Requirements and
notes for Licence holders 
(Section 7; page 26) 

The section reads as follows: 
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In addition to the changes made to the main EC 32-25 standard,
there are several significant changes to the supplementary modules.
Firstly, the 16 modules in the previous iteration of EC 32 have now
increased to 19. The following sections outline the relevant changes. 

Changes to Supplementary 
Modules for EC 32

The Fibre Cement Borads module in the previous EC 32-25
Supplementary Modules (Supplementary 8) document has now been
separated into the following Supplementary modules:

Other Wood Fibre (Supplementary 3; page 14)
Cement (Supplementary 9; page 27) 

Cement
Cement Alternatives (Non-Kiln Materials)

Sand Aggregates and Minerals (Supplementary 10; pages 28-
29)
Crystalline Silica (Supplementary 11; page 30)

Replacement of Fibre Cement Boards Module



16

In the Hazardous Substances Used in Engineered Wood Products  
section of the Engineered Wood Products module, criteria d and f
were added regarding the use of pMDI resin. Criteria d limits the
VOC emission rate of pMDI resin to ≤ 0.500 mg/m2/hr. Criteria f
requires documentation of the implementation of a programme to
monitor pMDI. 

Update to  Engineered Wood
Products Module
(Module 2; Section 2.2, pages 10-11)
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Update to Engineered Wood Products Module
(Module 2; Section 2.2, pages 10-11)
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The Glass module now includes two additional criteria (d and e)  to
broaden the category definition and allow for mirror glass. Under
criteria d, glass products must either be pre or post-consumer
recyclable. Criteria e limits the lead content of lead to 0.2% or less,
and the mirror class cannot contain copper. 

Update to Glass Module
(Module 7; page 21)

The section reads as follows: 
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The Engineered Stone module was introduced to the EC 32-25
Supplementary standard to cover materials engineered from natural
materials (e.g. stone (including sintered stone) and resin). The
requirements for compliance with this module include management
plans to minimise the negative impacts of noise, vibration, dust, and
discharge (surface water, groundwater, oceans or land), restore
quarries, and address impacts on biodiversity.  The requirement also
refers to the Crystalline Silica requirement in Module 11. 

Introduction of Engineered Stone
Module (Module 7; page 21)

The section reads as follows: 


